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The Role of the School Library

Primary role of today is 
to empower students to become discerning 
consumers of information and active participants in the digital 
age by

• equipping students with the essential skill of information literacy. 

• teaching students to navigate the digital landscape, 

• teaching students to critically assess sources, and 

• teaching students to distinguish between reliable information 
and misinformationc

https://www.ekz.de/schulen/einrichtung/referenzen-
schulbibliotheken/c-639



Challenges for School Libraries of
the 21st century

according the five key trends identified in the IFLA Trend Report 2013

1) New technologies will both expand and limit who has access to 
information. 

2) Online education will democratise and disrupt global learning. 

3) The boundaries of privacy and data protection will be redefined. 

4) Hyper-connected societies will listen to and empower new 
voices and groups. 

5) The global information economy will be transformed by new 
technologies.

https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/school-libraries-
resource-centers/publications/ifla-school-library-guidelines.pdf



Challenges to overcome

• Information Overkill

• Need for a diverse and inclusive society

• Deepening of inequalities

• Digital divide

• Importance of enhancing STEM and STEAM education

• Depletion of reading skills

• Generation of digital citizenship

• Securing physical and mental health

• Endangerment of the freedom of expression and information

• Worsening of the environmental conditions

https://www.horizont2020.de/einstieg-gesellschaftliche-herausforderungen.htm



EDUTAINMENT



• Educational entertainment = Edutainment)[1] is media and processes designed 
to educate through entertainment. The term was used as early as 1954 by Walt 
Disney. Most often it includes content intended to teach but has incidental 
entertainment value. 

• The goal of Edutainment is primarily to increase the learning motivation of the 
recipients of the respective program. In principle, learning should be made more 
efficient and therefore more successful by combining education and 
entertainment.

https://www.onlinesolutionsg
roup.de/blog/glossar/e/edutai
nment/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Educational_entertainment

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Educational_entertainment#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walt_Disney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walt_Disney


Importance of Edutainment for
School Libraries

https://piogroup.net/blog/why-edutainment-is-an-absolute-game-changer-in-learning



The Benefits of Edutainment

• – Learner-centered learning

• – Educational messages through popular entertainment media

• – Increases of theoretical and practical knowledge

• – Motivation to learn by entertainment and gamification tools

• – Induces positive changes in the attitude to the learning process

• - Creation of retention of interest in learning

• - Creative way of problem solving

• - Enhancement of thinking out of the box and symbolic thinking

Importance of Edutainment for
School Libraries



MOTIVATING
ENVIRONMENT



Characteristics of a Motivating School Library 
Space include:

−Welcoming, vibrant and culturally 
inclusive environment

− Large, flexible learning space 
based on fluid design principles

−Place for end-to-end learning: 
consuming, creating, producing 
and sharing new knowledge

−Balanced access to print, digital 
and multimedia collections

−Place of exploration and curiosity

−Quiet space — to reflect, read and 
study

−Collaboration space — to discuss, 
brainstorm, share and tell stories

−Presentation space — to present, 
share and celebrate

−Breakout space — to discover, 
create, practice and share

−Makerspace — to play, experiment 
and design.

− .
https://natlib.govt.nz/schools/reading-
engagement/strategies-to-engage-students-as-readers



https://natlib.govt.nz/schools/reading-engagement/libraries-
supporting-readers/reader-friendly-environments

https://www.slj.com/story/divine-design-
how-to-create-the-21st-century-school-
library-of-your-dreams



ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE (AI) 

AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/ai-
education-opportunity-school-libraries-
elizabeth-hutchinson/



https://www.elizabethahutchinson.com/podcast/
episode/b1a30c39/empowering-learning-
through-chatgpt-and-ai-insights-from-school-
librarians

https://www.elizabethahutchinson.co
m/podcast/episode/a5c3fa02/chatgpt-
school-libraries-inquiry-and-
questioning-skills

https://www.elizabethahutchinson.com/podcast/
episode/ac3d79d4/chatgpt-for-teachers-and-
school-librarians

Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
And School libraries



Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
And School Libraries

“School librarians have long since taught the skills of 
critical thinking and information literacy. They have 
guided and taught students to navigate the world of fake 
news and misinformation. They have nurtured and 
supported inquiry based learning in order to help students 
become independent learners.
I believe that in this new world of AI these skills will be 

at the forefront of teaching and the skills of the school 
librarian will be paramount. It is important that we don't 
miss this boat. It is important that school librarians 
believe that they have a role to play and have the support 
they need in order to step up when asked.”

https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabeth-
hutchinson-school-libraries/



Artificial Intelligence (AI) And School 
Libraries
Possible benefits of AI for the school librarians‘s work

• Create better and more tailour made collections (weeding, ressource
allocation based on usage data and other relevant data)

• Improve certain organisational processes

• Incresing importance of the librarian‘s knowledege and skills to help
students to learn how to use AI to get the best research results and to 
distinguish between what’s real and what’s AI generated

• They can also support the teachers with that knowledge to explore and 
assess the new AI based tools



INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM
AND 

FREEDOM OF 
ACCESS TO 

INFORMATION

Bloomsbury Publishing 2020



School librarians and library staff are responsible for promoting and preserving intellectual freedom by working with school 
leadership and teaching colleagues to support children and young people in their development as informed and responsible 
citizens.

• Provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into consideration the varied interests, abilities, 
and maturity levels of individual learners;

• Provide materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation, aesthetic values, and ethical 
standards; 

• Provide a range of information resources which will enable pupils to make informed judgments in their daily life;

• Provide materials that illustrate and illuminate different views on controversial issues so that learners may develop under 
guidance the practice of critical reading and thinking;

• Provide materials representative of the many religious, ethnic, and cultural groups in our society…

• Place principle above personal opinion and reason above prejudice in the selection of materials of the highest quality

• Actively oppose censorship for any purpose other than material that is proscribed by law, which risks the incitement of 
illegal acts or which constitutes ‘hate speech’… https://www.sla.org.uk/article/hannah-

groves/censorship-and-intellectual-freedom-in-
school-libraries/2514



Teacher-librarians, by virtue of their dual professional 
qualifications in teaching and librarianship and their dual 
codes of ethics, play the role of standard-bearers for 
freedom of expression rights within the school 
community.

The code of ethics of librarianship addresses two ethical 
commitments to freedom of expression rights and to 
freedom of information rights that are not generally 
specified in the code of ethics of the teaching profession.

https://www.freedomtoread.ca/articles/freedom-of-
expression-rights-and-the-school-library/



Foster intellectual freedom and freedom of access to information by

• Making accessible what is needed for the intellectual development and the 
development of a positive approach to citizenship

• Space for open and constructive discussion

• Foster ethical issues such as freedom of information, intellectual property, 
and plagiarism. 

IFLA School Library Guidelines

The core values of equity of access to recorded knowledge 
and information and of intellectual freedom are embodied in 
Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in 
the values of IFLA (www.ifla.org/about/more). 

Responses by School Libraries



THE UNITED NATIONS
SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT GOALS



School Libraries and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)



School Libraries and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)



https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories/Croatia/SCHOOL-LIBRARY-HELPS-TO-IMPLEMENT-
AN-EDUCATIONAL-PROGRAMME-FOR-SUSTAINABLE-DEVELOPMENT/175

School Libraries and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)



https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories/Netherlands/SCHOOL-LIBRARIES-PROGRAMME-IMPROVES-
CHILDREN%E2%80%99S-ACADEMIC-SKILLS-IN-THE-NETHERLANDS/134

School Libraries and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)



School Libraries and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)

• https://repository.ifla.org/bitstream/123456789/245/1/access-and-
opportunity-for-all-en.pdf

https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories/Colombia/SCHOOL%E2%80%99S-LIBRARIANS-AND-

SCIENCE-TEACHERS-COLLABORATE-TO-IMPROVE-CHILDREN%E2%80%99S-

ENVIRONMENTAL-LITERACY/160#

https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories/Colombia/SCHOOL%E2%80%99S-LIBRARIANS-AND-SCIENCE-TEACHERS-COLLABORATE-TO-IMPROVE-CHILDREN%E2%80%99S-ENVIRONMENTAL-LITERACY/160
https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories/Colombia/SCHOOL%E2%80%99S-LIBRARIANS-AND-SCIENCE-TEACHERS-COLLABORATE-TO-IMPROVE-CHILDREN%E2%80%99S-ENVIRONMENTAL-LITERACY/160
https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories/Colombia/SCHOOL%E2%80%99S-LIBRARIANS-AND-SCIENCE-TEACHERS-COLLABORATE-TO-IMPROVE-CHILDREN%E2%80%99S-ENVIRONMENTAL-LITERACY/160


repository.ifla.org/bitstream/123456789/245/1/access-and-opportunity-for-
all-en.pdf

School Libraries and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)



School libraries and their possible contribution
for the sharing economy apart from lending
books: The Library of Things

https://cumberlandpl.org/library-of-things/https://stabi-hb.de/services/bibliothek-der-dinge



School libraries and their possible contribution
for the sharing economy apart from lending
books: The Library of Things
• A library of things is any collection of objects loaned, and any organization that 

practices such loaning. Objects often include kitchen appliances, tools, gardening 
equipment and seeds,[1] electronics,[2] toys and games, art,[3] science kits, craft 
supplies, musical instruments, and recreational equipment.[4] Especially 
appropriate are objects that are useful occasionally but cumbersome to store, 
such as specialized cookware or niche technology items.[5] Collections vary widely, 
but go far beyond the books, journals, and media that have been the primary 
focus of traditional libraries.[6]

• The library of things movement is a growing trend in public, academic and special 
libraries in many countriesThe term 'Library of Things' was popularized by a 
grassroots experiment started in London in 2014, themselves inspired by Toronto 
Tool Library.

Library of Things

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_things#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_things#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_things#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_things#cite_note-:1-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_things#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_things#cite_note-6


CONCLUDING REMARKS
AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS



• School libraries have a critical mission to provide students with 
access to a wide range of materials that promote learning, critical 
thinking, and exploration of diverse ideas and perspectives

• School libraries serve as dynamic hubs of knowledge and support, 

• School libraries serve as multifaceted learning centers

• School libraries are positioned to address the evolving needs of 
students, educators, and communities

• School libraries are poised to respond to the challenges that 
societies and education systems face

• SCHOOL LIBRARIES ARE A PLACE TO BE !

What makes a good school library?
https://www.ekz.de/schulen/einrichtung/c-870



(Teacher/)

Librarians

Teachers/

Staff

Pupils/

Students

Parents

The ideal cooperation 
scheme for a successful

school library

https://www.wn.de/muensterland/kreis-
warendorf/everswinkel/schulleiterin-kommt-nicht-zuruck-
986070?&npg



What makes a Teacher a good Partner to 
the School Librarian? 

1. A good teachers is a strong communicator.

2.A good teachers listens well.

3. A good teachers focusses on collaboration.

4. A good teacher is adaptable.

5. A good teacher is engaging.

6. A good teacher shows Empathy.

7. A good teacher has patience.

8. A good teacher values Real-World Learning.

9. A good teachers shares best practices.

10. A good teachers is a lifelong learner.
https://www.snhu.edu/about-
us/newsroom/education/qualities-of-a-good-
teacher#:~:text=Some%20qualities%20of%20a%20
good,a%20lifelong%20love%20of%20learning.



The Teacher Librarians are experts in …
1. Information: Teacher librarians are experts in locating, evaluating, 

and curating information resources. 

2. Curriculum Integration: Teacher librarians collaborate closely with

classroom teachers to align library resources and services with the

school curriculum. 

3. Promoting Reading and organize reading programs, book clubs, and 

author visitsTeacher librarians are champions of literacy. 

4. Technology Integration: They help students develop essential digital 

skills, including online research, digital citizenship, and the

responsible use of technology. 

5. Information Literacy: teaching how to find, evaluate, and use

information effectively. 

6. Advocacy: working with school administrators, teachers, and parents

to secure funding and support for the library program and professional 

development



The Parents should be partners in being
supportive and collaborative with…

1. Advocacy for the importance of school libraries, for library funding initiatives

2. Promoting Digital Literacy by stressing responsible internet use, caring for 
online safety, and evaluating online information.

3. Attending Library Events as book fairs, author visits, and reading nights to 
foster a love for reading and a sense of community within the school.

4. Supporting Homework and Research by encouraging their children to use the 
library and its physical and online resources for homework and research. 

5. Feedback and Suggestions - Parents' feedback and suggestions are valuable to 
the improvement of the school library helping the library better meet the needs 
of students and families.

6. Volunteer engagement by contributing their time and expertise to help with 
e.g. library activities, book fairs, thus fostering a sense of community 
involvement

In summary, teacher librarians are 
educational leaders who bridge the gap 

between traditional library services and the 
modern educational landscape. They 
empower students to become critical 

thinkers, effective researchers, and lifelong 
learners. Their dedication to promoting 

literacy, information literacy, and digital 
literacy makes them invaluable assets to the 

school community.



When it…

• improves students' outcomes — collections developed for your unique 
school community enrich reading and learning programmes

• welcomes people — the library as a safe and open place, that values 
and includes students from different cultures and backgrounds

• brings people and information together — connections with other 
libraries and information sources enhancing the library’s collections, 

• embodies the principles of ‘learner agency’ — students having the 
independence to choose their own reading, and to find resources that 
help them develop their interests and strengths at their own pace

• helps close the education gap — for students who might otherwise be 
disadvantaged, the library can provide access to the stories, 
information, and technology they need.

When is a school library effective ?
https://www.ekz.de/schulen/einrichtung/c-870



My Basic Recommendations for School 
Librarians to Make Education More Engaging
and Entertaining

• Stay curious through all your life to be open for innovation.

• Treat education as a service to be offered rather than a mandate to be 
imposed.

• Treat students like customers: Give them what they ask for, not what you 
believe they need.

• Discontinue educational offerings that garner little interest.

• Entice students to learn new topics in the same way advertisers entice us to 
buy products we never knew we needed.



AND MY LAST 
RECOMMENDATION

AS IFLA PAST PRESIDENT



Monitor IFLA‘s Activities for School Libraries



THANK  YOU

Barbara.Lison@outlook.de
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